
Presentation to Newtown Town Council on 27/07/15 

Draft document 

Main points to be developed -  

 Definition of twinning  
 Twinning Charter  
 Historical background  
 Benefits of twinning  
 Recent and direction of Newtown Twinning Committee 
 Twinning trip to France (Les Herbiers in May 15) 
 Twinning – going forward 

 

 Definition of twinning (Wikipedia) -  
Twin towns or sister cities are a form of legal and social agreement between towns, cities, 
counties, prefectures, provinces, regions, states, and even countries in geographically and 
politically distinct areas to promote cultural and commercial ties. The modern concept of 
town twinning, conceived after the Second World War in 1947, was intended to foster 
friendship and understanding between different cultures and between former foes as an 
act of peace and reconciliation, and to encourage trade and tourism. In recent times, town 
twinning has increasingly been used to form strategic international business links between 
member cities. 
 

 Newtown Twinning Charter –  

I am looking for the content but it seems that nobody can help me with that (have so far asked 
Richard N and Ed H). Would you know where I can find it? 

 

 Historical background -  
 
 The twinning of Newtown & Les Herbiers first began in 1999. 
 Over the years, there have been many cultural exchanges such as musical events, 

school exchanges and food festivals along with sporting activities such as football, 
cycling and the twinning Olympiads. 

 Many personal relationships and friendships have been developed over the years to 
the benefits of all concerned.  

 In 2010, both towns celebrated the 10th anniversary of the twinning 

 

 



 

 

 What twinning brings to the town? - 
    It covers a vibrant array of areas such as 
 Art & culture 
 Education, 
 Sports, 
 Business, 
 Sustainable development, 
 Citizenship, 
 Public services, 
 Economic growth, 
 Learning another language, 
 Social inclusion 
 
By Bringing People together from different countries and cultures, it gives us  
 an opportunity to share problems & solutions,  
 exchange opinions, 
  learn from each other, 
 create friendships through common interests and issues 

 
 
 

 Recent and direction of Newtown Twinning Committee 
 A new Twinning Committee  

o was formed early 2015  
o meets monthly to discuss twinning issues and projects 
o Twinning Committee composed of  Catharyn R (Chair),  Fred M (Treasurer), 

Steve P (Secretary),  Rina Clarke (Town Council Rep) + 6 other active members 
o Through twinning memberships, Newtown Twinning Association is gaining 

momentum and support Twinning Committee 
 Food festival 

o As a result of our French friend’s participation in the 2014 Newtown Food 
Festival, they developed the idea of an international food festival in Les 
Herbiers. 

o As a newly formed committee, we supported the Les Herbiers international food 
festival and decided to promote our local producers at this event by running a 
commercial activity on their behalf advertising, promoting and selling 
Montgomeryshire products in Les Herbiers. 

o The event was very successful commercially & nearly £4,000 of sales was made 
by us on their behalf. 

o This has now given the confidence to local producers to attend other French 
events such as the coming large commercial ‘Chrono’ fair in Les Herbiers in 
October this year 



o French producers are due to visit Newtown again for Newtown Food Festival 
this September 

o A French walking group will also be linking with our local ramblers to undertake 
a series of walks in our area 

o As we head into 2016, we now hope to expand this success to the promotion 
and sales of local Montgomeryshire crafts – from all our many gifted local artists 
– at the famous international Chrono event in Les Herbiers next year 

o This could possibly be expanded to include sports with Hafren Cycling club 
possibly participating in the Chrono cycling event next October 2016.  
 

 

International food festival  

 Held in Les Herbiers on 01st – 2nd May 2015 
 Venue : Held indoors in a large hall located in LH town centre 
 Organised by LH Twinning Committee with the support/help from their Town Council 
  Wide range of produces from Newtown (Wales), Les Herbiers (France), Coria (Spain) and 

Liebertwolkvitz (Germany)  
 A wide range of local produces from Montgomeryshire from 14 different producers 

Supplier 
 

Product Details 
 

Monty's Brewery Beer 
Morgans Brew Tea Loose & bagged tea 

Hilltop Honey Raw welsh honey (340g or 110g) Raw Welsh Kilner jars (700g or 175g) Cut 
Comb Slad 200g, cut comb set in honey, Raw & organic squeezy  

Fine Pluck Welsh Blended herbal teas 
Coco Pzazz hand poured chocolate drops (lots of flavours) & hand poured choc bars 
Berriew Cider Handpicked local cider - small apple juice & possibly cider vinegar 
Doodle Bakes Macaroons, Gluten & diary free cookies, marshmallows, choc lollipop 
Radnor Preserves Marmalades, Preserves, chutneys & jellies 
Kerry Vale Vineyard Wines 
The School Room Kitchen Cakes etc. 
Patisserie 13 Range of artisan chocolates 
Cultivate Montgomeryshire Apple Juice 75cl bottles  

 
 

 Total success for the majority of our Welsh produces (with some of them sold out by the end 
of the 1st day!) 

 Very good attendance by the local public (incl to the Welsh stalls) 
 Local Welsh group (Frolic Street) from Newtown played traditional music throughout the 

week end during the festival itself but also in the evening to the delight of local people  
 Here are a few photos of the event : 

 
 



 

 
 
 
Photos –  
 Departure from Newtown on Wednesday 29 April (7 photos) 
 Photos of the food festival w/e itself (18 photos incl the speeches) 
 Frolic Street musicians (6 photos) 
 Lots of twinning friendships (8 photos) 
 Evening diner/gala (5 photos) 

 
 

 Press articles – see below 

   

 

 

       
    
 
  
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PRESS ARTICLES : 

 

 

 
Newtown Twinning Association - Trip to Les Herbiers 

March 25, 2015  

Exciting Twinning Trip in May 

The twinning association of Newtown is organising an exciting trip to Les Herbiers this spring. 
Following the success of last year’s food festival in Newtown, to which our French counterparts 
were invited, Les Herbiers felt inspired to organise one of their own, in spectacular style. Guests 
from each of their three twin towns will be present; Newtown in Wales, Coria in Spain and 
Liebertwolkwitz in Germany and each town will take local produce to be tasted and sold. This could 
be an important chance for our local food producers to show off their talents, but the trip is open to anyone 
who would like to take part. 
This event promises to be a great opportunity, both culturally and linguistically: visitors will be 
hosted in French homes, with a sumptuous dinner for all on Saturday night, as a highlight to the 
trip. Travel, by coach and ferry, will be the only cost to the individual, being in the region of £90 to 
£120 depending on numbers going. Please contact 07990 755181, to make further enquiries, or 
by early April at the latest, to book a place. 

The twinning association now has its own page on the Newtown website and interested parties 
can also follow on Facebook and Twitter. 

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008953320558&fref=ts
http://twitter.com/NewtownTwinning
http://newtown.org.uk/
http://newtown.org.uk/pages/about-newtown
http://newtown.org.uk/pages/a-brief-history-of-newtown
http://www.cleanenergycentre.org.uk/
http://newtown.org.uk/pages/send-event
http://newtown.org.uk/pages/sign-up
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MAY 
01 & 02 

JOIN US 
ON A 2 DAY TRIP TO FRANCE 

The exciting opportunity to join a 2 day trip to France  

- Departure from Newtown by coach 
- Accommodation provided within French Families 

- A showcase for French, Spanish, German Food along with local produce from around 

Newtown. Prices start from £90 per person. 

To Book Please call 7990 755181 or email us newtowntwinning@gmail.com 

FOOD 
FESTIVAL 

JUM’ 
REGAL 
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